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vociferously whenever the supply would be temporarily depleted. However, 
even the balloon fad was slowly deflated. To begin with, each time one 
member of a family was examined in the office each sibling had to receive 
a balloon. One morning 15 children were seen in the office, and yet, I dis- 
covered we had given out 75 balloons. Another reason for giving up bal- 
loons was the repeated parental admonition concerning ruptured balloons 
whose fragments young infants might chew and ultimately “choke” upon. 
Parents would quote articles attesting to the occurrence of aspiration of 
these fragments into the tracheobronchial tree. A final reason for giving up 
the balloon project was that my pulmonary vital capacity was not sufficient 
to cope with so many balloons. 

Currently, I reward each child with play money, in denominations rang- 
ing from one dollar to $100,000. So far, this prize is meeting with even 
greater success than the balloons. I have my fingers crossed. In fact, I am 
seriously considering obtaining an old-style cash register, so that each 
time the child is rewarded he will also hear the bell ringing. However, the 
meaning of the cash register might be misconstrued by the parents and 
other people in the waiting room. I will give this latter project a great deal 
of consideration before embarking upon it. 

Meanwhile I would like to become a charter member of the DWLS 
(Down With Lollipops Society). 

Enrico Davoui, M.D. 
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